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Disability Rights, Education, Activism,
and Mentoring




“A Conversation with the NCCSD”

 Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity
October 10, 2017
Richard Allegra, Associate Director, Education and Outreach Services
Sally Scott, Senior Research Associate
Visit our websites:
www.nccsdonline.org
  


                              
www.nccsdclearinghouse.org 


       
www.dreamcollegedisability.org 


Contact us:
Email: nccsd@ahead.org
Phone 844-730-8048 (toll-free)
VideoPhone for Deaf Callers: 651-583-7499
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National Center for College
Students with Disabilities



Background

Where We Came From
·  The Higher Education Opportunity Act as Amended in 2008 stipulated the creation of a national center of information for parents and students with disabilities, college personnel and faculty; and training based on research of best practices.
·  Competitive grant competition in summer 2015
·  A four-year federal project funded through the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education
Who We Are
·  A federally-funded national resource center with three parts:

· Technical support and education for college students with disabilities and others working with them (parents, faculty, disability services professionals, higher ed staff) 

· Research

· DREAM student group

· Based at AHEAD, though staff are around the country

Our Team – From Across the U.S.

· STAFF

·  Claire Cornell – Project Officer (Washington, DC)

·  Stephan Smith – PD/PI (North Carolina)

·  Wendy Harbour -- Director (Minnesota)

·  Sally Scott – Research and Information (Virginia)

·  Richard Allegra – Education and Outreach (California)

·  Kim Elmore – DREAM Coordinator (Louisiana)

·  Lauren Avellone – Postdoctoral Fellow (Virginia)

·  Daniel Greenberg– Graduate Assistant (Minnesota)

· PARTNERS AND AFFILIATES

·  University of Massachusetts – Boston 
·  Minnesota University
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  Virginia Commonwealth University
Technical Assistance and Outreach 


·   Online Clearinghouse & social media: Facebook, Twitter and

 Instagram: @nccsdonline   Tumblr and Pinterest: yesdisabledcollege


·   NCCSD Training Center – Two-Minute Trainings http://nccsdtrainingcenter.weebly.com/  and Semester Spotlight http://www.nccsdclearinghouse.org/semester-spotlight-blog 


·   Technical Assistance highlights:
· 600+ contacts – Top three: College Professionals 35%, Students 22%
· Top three states: New York, California, Illinois

· Topics: Referral to Resources 35%, Issues with Accommodations, Colleges, or Legal 21%

· 30% of contacts were about Disabilities in General

· 66% were from or concerning Doctoral-granting, Public Universities

The NCCSD Clearinghouse 
·   www.nccsdclearinghouse.org  is the home of most of our information for our audiences: prospective and current students, parents, college personnel, faculty and researchers.  Average Number of Unique Visitors = 145/day.
·   Resources are developed in house based on staff expertise and research, and selected from reliable sources around the country (e.g. DO-IT, Think College, Department of Education). Top 5 pages viewed after home page: National Organizations list, Prospective Students page, Crisis Resources, Research page, Faculty and Instructors page

·   Products include posters and brochures, research briefs and other publications http://www.nccsdclearinghouse.org/publications--products.html
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Research & Reporting 
· Part of our mission is to: 

·   Collect information and research about disability services at 
campuses in the United States:

·  Systematic review of the literature in Year 1

·  Needs Assessment – including focus groups involving students, professionals and others during Year Two
·  For Year Three, gather data on every disability services office in the U.S. to be assembled into an online database for students and families to access.
·  Plan how to study persistence and graduation of college students with disabilities

·   Report to the U.S. Department of Education about the current status of college students with disabilities in the U.S. (at the end of Year 3)



Research & Evaluation
Within a Technical Assistance Context

· What we do:

·   Collect, review, and analyze existing literature and data

· Research Highlights/summaries in Clearinghouse and AHEAD’s Hub to enhance practice

· Research Briefs http://www.nccsdonline.org/research-briefs.html 
·   Conduct applied research to gather information about needs and gaps in the field


·   Provide resources to support evidence based practice on college campuses


·   Evaluate technical assistance contacts and uses of the clearinghouse to understand needs of the field and how to prioritize work of the center


·   Share/disseminate what we learn 
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DREAM:

Disability Rights, Education, Activism & Mentoring
As a “virtual disability center” for students, DREAM has:

·   Weekly disability and higher education newsletter through email http://www.dreamcollegedisability.org/this-weeks-news-in-disability-and-higher-education 
·   Online lists of student groups – including chapters of national organizations
·   “Disabled & Proud” conference planned and run by students (professionals and families involved only by invitation!) – next one in August 2018 – details to follow
·   Mentor Monday series – a monthly online gathering of students to discuss timely topics. Year Two included topics such as political involvement, disability disclosure and self-care #DreamMentorMonday 
·   Connecting with students across the US and offering support, strategies for navigating college and technical assistance as needed
DREAM’s Student Board

·   DREAM is run by a student board and advised by the NCCSD. The student board has undergraduate, graduate, auditing and part-time students. Nominations can be made at the DREAM website or by contacting the DREAM Coordinator at kimberly.elmore@ttu.edu 
How NCCSD Can Help You
· AHEAD is your main contact for assistance around DS, but we’re happy to help you as well. Contact us for technical assistance or for help finding resources. 
Follow us on Social Media Facebook and Twitter @nccsdonline  Tumblr: yesdisabledcollege  Coming soon: Instagram and Pinterest
Download posters, brochures and research briefs at http://www.nccsdclearinghouse.org/publications--products.html 
· Nominate undergrad or grad students for DREAM’s board: http://www.dreamcollegedisability.org/the-dream-board.html 
· Subscribe to and read “This Week’s News in Disability and Higher Education” newsletter at http://www.dreamcollegedisability.org/this-weeks-news-in-disability-and-higher-education
How You Can Help NCCSD 

· Refer faculty and campus colleagues to NCCSD who have questions or want training.
· Take a Two-Minute Training at http://nccsdtrainingcenter.weebly.com/  
· Give us ideas for topics: http://www.nccsdclearinghouse.org/contact-us.html 
